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WEEK 1: 1/22
What role do you personally think art plays in society? What role do you think it should 
have?
 In all honesty this is a question I have never contemplated. This will be my first 
class regarding art's history, so please excuse me if my opinions seem absurd. I think 
art acts as a historical account for mankind. Every piece of art ever made was 
influenced by the society that surrounded it. Art is not a good historical account for facts, 
but it is superior for showing subconscious perspective. The society around an artist 
does more than affect the subject matters of the artist's work; it affects the actual way it 
was painted.  
 The second more obvious role in society is for the pure sake of beauty. Although 
I am not much of an artist myself, it is hard for me to imagine a world without design of 
any sort. No matter what human culture you look at; art plays a role in their society in 
some shape or form. The earliest hunting gathering tribes used paints, and jewelry as a 
medium to express their artistic side. 
 I've never cared much about aesthetics, but I can appreciate some works of art. I 
also think art offers a different way of thinking that seems almost forgotten today. Today, 
everything in society is quantitative. This has allowed for many advancements in 
society, but has made us lose touch with a world beyond numbers. Art allows us to see 
the world through our own eyes in a sense. Instead of a yardstick telling you what you 
are seeing, you decide for yourself. It reminds me of a discussion I had in my 
philosophy class last semester. When we look at a painting like the Mona Lisa for 
example, we can agree it is rectangular, because a rectangle is defined as a shape with 
four 90 degree angles. However, we could disagree with the color of it. What you may 
see as one color, I may interpret it as another one entirely. Can you really think of a 
definition for blue? Perhaps a color between violet and green? However what are violet 
and green then?  The role of art should be to keep us in touch with history, and the 
perspective of those who came before us.
   
WEEK 2: 1/29
What did you find interesting or uninteresting about Berger’s ideas?
 Given my lack of art experience, all the concepts presented in reading were 
completely new to me. To my surprise, I actually found this article very interesting 
(unlike the video). The major point that stuck out to me is the impact of the camera in 
the world of art. I grew up in a generation where you could find anything on the internet, 
so I never realized how I take art for granted. I obviously know that there was no way to 
see a piece of art (besides the original, or replication) before the camera, but the article 
really made me think about that concept. A one of a kind art piece becomes much less 
special when any person can access it on the smartphone in their pocket. However, the 
camera did not only hurt the rarity of a photo, but it actually changed the meaning of 



them all together. By removing something out of context it changes its meaning entirely. 
For example, most people know "The Last Supper" painted by Davinci, and its literal 
meaning (as in whats being depicted). Lets say we took a close up photo of just Peter's 
face. It is likely that few people would recognize Peter's face alone as a part of "The 
Last Supper," or a lot less at least. Not only can an art piece be misrepresented to 
change its context, but it can literally be in a different context all together. If you were to 
see the Mona Lisa in a dim lit room you may interpret differently then if you were to see 
it outside in the sunlight. The dark color scheme of the painting may appear to intense in 
an ill-light room. The ability to see it better may make you think the painting has a more 
positive tone, or more contrast and definition.   
WEEK 3: 2/05
 Today we learned all about colors in class. Like most people, I was introduced to 
a color wheel as a child. The last time I had a real discussion (more of a teacher lecture) 
on the color wheel, I was probably in high school. Even though I already knew what a 
color wheel is, most of the material I learned was new today. I didn't even know what 
complimentary colors were, but learning it gave me an interesting sight into design. I 
had never really realized how much color schemes are utilized in design. When we 
looked at the pictures with different color schemes it became much more apparent to 
me. I had already recognized ones like monochromatic, but I never had a term to 
describe it. Strangely enough, this actually helps me understand some of my mothers 
fashion. She was a fashion major, and she gives presentations on the subject. I 
remember seeing these poster boards she had made. Each of the poster boards had 
cut outs of fashionable apparel on them. The interesting thing was they were all 
different. All the poster had articles of different clothing on them (shirts, pants, etc.), but 
each poster itself had a certain unity to it. The clothing on each individual poster was 
different, however my brain could pick up on the fact that something made them alike. It 
finally occurred to me that the posters were broken up by color scheme. Basically she 
would have one poster with perhaps a multi-shaded blue hat, a multi-shaded yellow 
shirt, and a multi-shaded pair of red shoes. Before I couldn't understand how they were 
the same because they were each a different color, and type of clothing. After todays 
lesson I can see that they were the same in the fact that is was a monochromatic color 
scheme. 
WEEK 4: 2/12
What are some of the characteristics of Modernism that you agree with or can see as 
part of your belief system? Think about the belief in progress through rational self-
criticism, rejection of Classical traditions and aristocratic forms of government, the 
commitment to skepticism and empirical knowledge and the importance of imagination 
in safeguarding human freedom. Do you think that by moving away from Classical style 
representation (illusionism), the Modernists really did represent reality better?
 I like many of the ideas behind modernist art, but question whether it really 
represents reality better. I have always considered myself a very logical person. I don't 
believe in fate, or purpose. I don't like the idea of faith, because it is is belief that is not 
based on fact or empirical evidence. Since I was a child I have always been fascinated 



with science, and this idea of moving closer to reality.  This fascination with reason 
makes me have a certain amount of respect for Modernism.
 Although I respect the ideology of the modernism, I can't help but feel like it 
doesn't represent reality better then classical styles. In my opinion, modernist painters 
just found another way to represent reality. The idea of illusionism is to fool the viewers 
mind into thinking the painting is real by precisely representing physical appearances. In 
my opinion, illusionism represents the reality of the subject matter better. Ironically, 
Modernist painters are better at depicting the reality of an illusion. I feel this way 
because illusionists did all they could to cover up brush strokes, and imperfections, 
almost making a painting appear like a photo. Modernists do not try to fool the mind into 
thinking its looking into a window, but instead it makes the viewer much more conscious 
of the fact that they are indeed looking at a painting. Instead of tricking you with the 
illusion, modernists show you the illusion. 
WEEK 5: 2/19
Do you think it makes sense that Modernist art became increasingly abstract? Why or 
why not?
 In my opinion it makes perfect sense that modernist artists would become 
increasingly abstract. Like I talked about in my last journal entry;  Modernists want you 
to be aware of the painting. Since they are not trying to trick your mind with an illusion, 
they have more tools available to them to represent reality. Someone like Jackson 
Pollock is able to show another form of reality through his art. Pollock was able to create 
art that represented the reality of his subconscious through imagery. Unlike illusionism, 
the reality that modernists represent does not have to be a physical one.  Instead, 
modernist painters communicate reality through form, color, and lines. What makes up 
reality is not just the physical world, it is also our own thoughts and perceptions of it.  
Trying to show the reality of our thoughts can be difficult with pre-determined forms, so 
abstraction allowed artists to represent the reality of their mind. The focus of modernism 
on the paint itself makes it no surprise that it became increasingly more abstract.
WEEK 6: 2/26
Do you relate more to the ideas of Modernism or Postmodernism? Why?
 Personally, I relate more with the ideas of postmodernism. Although I appreciate 
modernism for its more structured criteria, it is also what hurts it in my opinion. 
Postmodernism was created as a reaction to the strict definition of art in Modernism. 
Modernism was born in an age of empiricism. The scientific revolution created a new 
era in man kinds history. People were beginning to think in entirely new ways, and the 
industrial revolution would completely change the worlds perspective of society, and our 
place in this universe. Modernism mirrors the scientific revolution's attempts to get 
closer to the reality of our existence. However, like the scientific method, Modernism 
had rules for it to be considered art. I appreciate postmodern art so much because it is 
closer to putting art into the hands of the common man. Postmodernists questioned 
what true art really was, and this allowed it to expand drastically. The broad definition of 
art made it less elitist because anyone could take just about anything to create a work of 



art. They were the first to use pre-made forms in art. The ability to use ready made 
forms to create new meanings was brand new. Altogether I like Postmodern more 
because of its ironic subject matters, and expansive use of material.      


