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8/29/12
Journal 1

To my own point of view, the art plays different roles in the society; through art people can identify and 
represent different feelings, moods, cultures, history, and epochs.  Sometimes feelings are hidden and 
represented through abstract paint. 

Frida Kalo for instance, is one of the most famous Mexican artists and who through her art could portrait 
part of her culture and the pain she suffered from an injury she got when riding on a bus that was involved in a 
really bad accident. For example: Frida painted herself surrounded of vines of spines; and to me, it clearly 
represents the pain she felt. And in other of her paints, there are skulls and skeletons that are a cultural 
identification of the day of death in Mexico; the place where she was born and grew up.

The art is history; different people, fashion, politicians, buildings, and technology are critical in the art 
development. People can compare paints from the past that had a poor variety of colors and flat paint to new 
paint with deep of field, dimensions and a variety of colors. There are also paints of important politicians that 
had made history around the world in galleries and museums. The architectural part of the buildings plays an 
important role in the history of the art. For example, we can see how other countries influences others with their 
building stile and how the structure of buildings had been changed through the years. The baroque for 
example started in Rome Italy, and it was characterized for an exuberance of ornaments on the buildings and 
on art paint. Now, we can see new buildings like Kristal boxes one on top of the other.

Lately, the camera and other technology are used to create art. For example, a friend of mine that has 
an art gallery, she prefers to go and take a picture of her favor view and come back to her gallery and printed 
and used like an example to create art paint. 

I think the most important role of the art, is the one where people put their own imagination, beliefs, 
culture, and ideas on their self expression through it.  

9/05/12
Journal 2

Berger s ideas are interesting to me. What I found most interesting in the ways of seeing lecture is how 
we see and relate to art different now than we might have before of the invention of the photography and 
image reproduction. I agree that with the invention of the camera we have different views of one thing rather 
than the view from a person s perception. For example, my mother kept a black and white picture of herself 
from the 1966. Later she paid to an artist to paint the picture in a poster and she chose the colors she wanted 
on the clothes. With the colors it looks with more depth and dimension. I also agree that with the image 
reproduction art can be placed in objects and is more accessible to all social classes. For instance, I have I 
friend who likes to appreciate art from Van Gogh and she send me an appreciation card with an art picture of 
him.  Another of his ideas that I agree with, is the one that says  There is a clear distinction between what we 
see and what we know.  For me, it means that each person appreciate the art according to their knowledge 
and relationship to the art paint. For instance, when I saw the Union, a picture of Jose Clemente Orozco, I think 
the only union that tide the characters on it, is that they are together in the picture. And to me, the message of 
the paint is different because I had more knowledge of what had happen in the Mexican culture. First, the men 
riding horses represent the leaders of the revolution. Second, the men that are on foot are the followers or 
were forced to participate in the revolution. And third, the women who are walking behind the man are an 
example of the poor value that women had during the Mexican revolution.      



Journal 3
09/12/12

I learned from tonight class, that elements and principles of design play a very important role in the art 
appreciation. Elements and principles, for example, teach people how to appreciate the art from what they see 
and not from what they think. For instance, we can identify lines, space, texture, shapes, value and color. Lines 
add division, comfort, dimension, gravity, and texture to the paints. The space is used to connect and separate 
objects. Texture is added to the art with different materials and printed design to create a visual texture in the 
paint. Shapes gives dimension, areas and a sense of feeling according to the position the shape is posted in 
the art project. Value is how dark or light is the art design; black and white color give the object depth and 
perception. Color in art paint can be identified as complementary colors; they are the opposite on the color 
wheel; red-green, orange-blue, yellow and purple. There also all colors are grouped by names, warm colors, 
cool colors and neutral colors. Monographic is when white or black are added to a color. Tints are the creation 
of shade in a picture by using black. 

Journal 4
09/119/12

How do I think the ideas of modernism have affected me? 

The ideas of modernism in general had affected me in some negative and positive ways. First at all, I 
grew in a small community where all neighbors knew each other and the children including myself could play 
outdoors without adult supervision. There was only a local market where people could buy their groceries, 
meat and tortillas as well. There also was a cornfield where many children could work in the growing of the 
plants until they were ready to be harvested. With the growing of the industry in my city the things changed 
radical. The land of the cornfield was sold to a group of architects who constructed a large amount of three 
flour apartment buildings and towel factory. It took three years to see apartment buildings and a factory in the 
corn field. These changes brought more public transportation, lots of new people around the community that 
caused an insecure environment for children to play outdoors. During the rainy days, there were not more 
beautiful views of the empty roads and of the corn field but muddy roads and lots of water running through the 
streets. From all the changes the modernism brought to my community, there were two improvements for the 
people of my city. There were more jobs and as a result a better economy in the neighborhood.  

09/26/12
Journal 5

Max Ernst s painting  THE HORDE  was created with a new modernist movement named Surrealism; he 
left back the traditional classical ideas of linear paint. Instead he laid his canvas over texture surfaces such as 
asphalt pavement. It surprised him for the patterns that emerge for fertilization on his imagination.

Max Ernst through his paint,  THE HORDE   he shows a progress of art in the society; new visual texture 
and irregular shapes that clearly gives the idea of his own rationalism from the reality and his unconscious 
mind. 

 The Horde  can demand some skepticism from different art perceptions. The reason is because what 
he represents is the unconscious mind and as a result it can be questioned about how true and real is his 
representation on his paint. 

 The Horde  canvases denote imagination because it represents the future resolution of two states; 
dream and reality, the group of silhouetted monsters that tumble over one another in a violent scene, 
represents desperation and aggressiveness according to the posture and expression to my own point of view. 
The red color on this paint could represent the aggression, danger and excitement he lived in his participation 
on the World War I.  The boldness on the figures gives the impression to see the monsters closer. The blue 
color on the back of the monsters on his canvas gives a visual idea of infinite and depth.  

Jounal 6
10/ 03/12



Do you relate more to the ideas of modernism or postmodernism?

I agree with both ideas in certain way. Both, the Modernism and Postmodernism have something in common. 
Both impute new ideas in the society and both of them mean new changes. But this time I relate more with the 
idea of modernism because I had been aware of the changes it represented in my own culture and in my own 
life. For example, when I was a little girl I used to visit different churches with my grandmother, and as she 
observed the statues and pictures of saints she cried. Her action made me think that statues were real. In this 
example, I can see that I didn t use my own reason that is an idea of modernism. Now by using my own 
reason, I can said that the religious imagines and statues are created by artists and the idea of my 
grandmother had of their reality were formed on her by observation and by the formation of her faith. 

I agree of how the modernism broke with the tradition and legacy of classical ideas of the aristocracy 
form. I like that not only reach people appeared in art but people from different social classes. I also like to see 
pictures of an ordinary existence of the people and the action they are representing. One example is the 
picture of The Stone Breaker, where two men were working together.    

I agree also with the idea of equality of individuals during the modernism, I think, this idea gives the 
artist another vision to create art from different perspectives, including nature, nude people and workers.     

Journal 7
10/10/12

I relate more to neoconservative ideas of the post-modernism. The reason is because to my own point 
of view; artist should be recognized for what they made or created. The art should have a narrative story of the 
author in order people would know what is about. The human figure in art to me is very important because I 
like to appreciate the message of the body s posture and human gestures on the faces. The ornaments and 
decoration on a paint tell me the way the artists present their art by decorating or preparing their creation.  

  


